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Cilostazol 50mg and 100mg tablets
Tier 2 — medium impact*

Date of issue: 19/10/2026

Link: Medicines Supply Tool

Summary

e Cilostazol 50mg and 100mg tablets are out of stock until late November 2026.
e Naftidrofuryl 100mg capsules remain available and can support increased demand
e Other licensed treatments for intermittent claudication remain available

Actions Required

Prescribers should not initiate new patients on cilostazol 50mg and 100mg tablets until the shortage has
resolved.

Where patients have insufficient supplies to last until the resupply date, prescribers should:

e review existing patients to assess treatment response, as the SmPC recommends discontinuing
where an inadequate effect is observed or symptoms have not been improved after 3 months of
cilostazol treatment

o for patients who have derived benefit from cilostazol, consider appropriateness of prescribing
naftidrofuryl, taking into account treatment history and contraindications (see supporting
information); if prescribed, ensure the patient is not intolerant to any of the excipients and is
counselled on dosing

Seek specialist advice in cases of unlicensed indications, uncertain diagnosis or if the above options are
not considered appropriate.

Supporting information

Clinical Information

Cilostazol is indicated for the improvement of the maximal and pain-free walking distances in patients with
intermittent claudication, who do not have rest pain and who do not have evidence of peripheral tissue
necrosis. It is intended for second-line use, in patients in whom lifestyle modifications (including stopping
smoking and [supervised] exercise programs) and other appropriate interventions have failed to sufficiently
improve their intermittent claudication symptoms.

NICE guidance (CG147) does not recommend cilostazol, pentoxifylline and inositol nicotinate for treating
intermittent claudication in people with peripheral arterial disease.

*Classification of Tiers can be found at the following link:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/

NICE guidance (TA223) only recommends naftidrofuryl as an option for treating intermittent claudication in
people with peripheral arterial disease for whom vasodilator therapy is considered appropriate after taking
into account other treatment options.

BNF notes that naftidrofuryl has shown a greater increase in maximum walking distance and pain-free
walking distance than cilostazol and pentoxifylline.

Naftidrofuryl is contraindicated in patients with a history of hyperoxaluria or recurrent calcium-containing
kidney stones.

Links to further information

BNF: Cilostazol

SPC: Cilostazol

SPC: Naftidrofuryl oxalate

SPC: Pentoxifylline

NICE (TA223): Cilostazol, naftidrofuryl oxalate, pentoxifylline and inositol nicotinate for the treatment of
intermittent claudication in people with peripheral arterial disease

NICE (CG147): Peripheral arterial disease: diagnosis and management

BNF: Peripheral vascular disease

Enquiries

If you have any queries, please contact DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk.
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https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/cilostazol/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/lacidipine/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/lacidipine/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicines.org.uk%2Femc%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dcilostazol&data=05%7C02%7CMuhitur.Rahan1%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C25ca207242c14d804d6c08df26091998%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C639271492723240054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6NoCqX1nI00dyiUtNucv%2BbD0jclQRvhu%2FVc043as85E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmhraproducts4853.blob.core.windows.net%2Fdocs%2Ffe09a95d279dd8e9d2173da6f93ca7f8cf0f571f&data=05%7C02%7CMuhitur.Rahan1%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C25ca207242c14d804d6c08df26091998%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C639271492723256824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QPRsnhC4dAFqtjNT91wJk%2BtcVX2zbc%2Bzjn%2B7oGvaKe4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicines.org.uk%2Femc%2Fproduct%2F100292%2Fsmpc&data=05%7C02%7CMuhitur.Rahan1%40dhsc.gov.uk%7C25ca207242c14d804d6c08df26091998%7C61278c3091a84c318c1fef4de8973a1c%7C1%7C0%7C639271492723283458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ljSIC5O2UCUSENRY56ONMYj66lHmcUQPVMaubUDa6ks%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta223/chapter/1-Recommendations
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta223/chapter/1-Recommendations
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg147/chapter/Recommendations#management-of-intermittent-claudication
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/treatment-summaries/peripheral-vascular-disease/
mailto:DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk

