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Formoterol fumarate dihydrate (Atimos Modulite®) 12micrograms/dose inhaler
Tier 2 — medium impact*

Date of issue: 25/08/2026

Link: Medicines Supply Tool

Summary

e Formoterol fumarate dihydrate (Atimos Modulite®) 12micrograms/dose inhaler is being discontinued
at the end of November 2026.

e NICE-recommended combination inhalers remain available and can support increased demand.

e Formoterol fumarate dihydrate (Oxis® 12 Turbohaler and Formoterol Easyhaler®) remain available
and can support increased demand.

e Salmeterol (Soltel®) 25micrograms/dose inhaler CFC free remains available can support increased
demand (see note below).

e Salmeterol (Serevent®) 25micrograms/dose inhaler CFC free remains available but cannot support
increased demand.

Actions Required

Prescribers should:

¢ not initiate new patients on Atimos Modulite® 12micrograms/dose inhaler;

e review all patients currently prescribed Atimos Modulite® 12 micrograms/dose inhaler and switch to
an appropriate alternative in line with current NICE/BTS/SIGN guidance recommending
combination inhalers that deliver Anti-Inflammatory Reliever (AIR) and Maintenance and Reliever
Therapy (MART).

o for patients prescribed Atimos Modulite® for asthma, consider if they can be rationalised to
a combination inhaler e.g. one containing a long-acting beta-2 agonist (LABA) and an
inhaled corticosteroid (ICS);

o for patients prescribed Atimos Modulite® for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD), review to determine suitability for switching to a combination inhaler: e.g.

» LABA and a long-acting muscarinic agonist (LAMA) or
= LABA and LAMA and ICS.

Where the above is not suitable, consider prescribing formoterol 12micrograms/dose dry powder inhaler
(Formoterol Easyhaler® or Oxis® 12 Turbohaler). Note that these inhalers cannot be used with a spacer
device.

Where the above is not suitable and a dry powder inhaler is not appropriate, consider switching to
salmeterol which is available as a pressurised metered dose inhaler (pMDI) (see Supporting Information).

Following any switch, prescribers should ensure the patient is;

*Classification of Tiers can be found at the following link:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng245

e not intolerant to any of the excipients;

e counselled on the appropriate dose regimen;

e provided with appropriate advice and training on the correct use of the alternative device and that
the technique is reviewed as appropriate;

e monitored for asthma and COPD symptoms and counselled to promptly report any deterioration in symptom
control, so that therapy is adjusted as required.

If the above options are not considered appropriate, refer to local/national guidance for selection of
another management option or seek Advice and Guidance (A&G) from specialists.

Supporting information

Clinical Information

Atimos Modulite® is the only pMDI containing formoterol licensed for the long-term symptomatic treatment of
persistent, moderate-to-severe asthma in patients requiring regular bronchodilator therapy in combination
with long-term anti-inflammatory therapy. It is also indicated for the relief of broncho-obstructive symptoms
in patients with COPD.

Formoterol has a more rapid onset of action than salmeterol.

Please note: Soltel® inhalers do not have dose counters. They contain soya lecithin and are therefore,
contraindicated in those with peanut or soya allergies. Salmeterol interacts with potent CYP3A4 inhibitors
(e.g. ketoconazole, ritonavir), which should be considered when prescribing.

Links to further information

NICE Guidance — Asthma: diagnosis, monitoring and chronic asthma management (BTS, NICE, SIGN)
NICE Guidance — Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in over 16s: diagnosis and management
SmPC — Atimos Modulite® 12micrograms/dose inhaler

SmPC — Oxis® 12 Turbohaler

SmPC — Formoterol Easyhaler®

SmPC — Soltel® 25micrograms/dose inhaler CFC free

Enquiries

If you have any queries, please contact DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk.
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