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North East London

Medical Examiner Referral — Hackney

Death Certification Reforms will come into force on Monday 9 September 2024
meaning independent scrutiny by a medical examiner (ME) will become a statutory
requirement prior to the registration of all non-coronial deaths in England and Wales
from this date. The regulations were laid in parliament on Monday 15 April 2024 and
announced by the Department of Health and Social Care.

To check if your practice is listed as an organisation that will receive the new medical
certificate of cause of death (MCCD), which must be used from 9 September 2024,
please review the published list:

New MCCD: check that your organisation is on the distribution list - GOV.UK (www.qgov.uk)

The medical examiner system is designed to:

o improve the quality/accuracy of medical certification of cause of death.
o advise on whether the law requires the coroner to be informed about a death.

e provide bereaved families with greater transparency and opportunities to raise
concerns.

e provide the public with greater safeguards through improved and consistent
scrutiny of all non-coronial deaths.

e support local learning/improvement by identifying matters in need of clinical
governance and related processes.

Subsequent to the ministerial announcement of the statutory date, NHS England
communications were sent out in the Primary Care Bulletin and Healthcare Leaders
Update to inform GP Practices and NHS trusts that they must make arrangements
with ME offices if they have not already done so.

Deaths in Hackney are referred to the ME office hosted by Homerton Healthcare. For
the City of London its Barts Health.

Homerton Healthcare

Covering deaths at the Homerton Healthcare NHSFT and community
deaths in the London Borough of Hackney

Click to add name of place based partnership (if required)


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/death-certification-reform-and-the-introduction-of-medical-examiners
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/causes-of-death-to-be-scrutinised-in-revamp-of-death-certificates
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fcauses-of-death-to-be-scrutinised-in-revamp-of-death-certificates&data=05%7C02%7Cwilliam.white9%40nhs.net%7Cbea2f22bcc86487af8bf08dc62d9900b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638493933796386866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bkenahYhQsg9H8cpdE0fOvXKDAayef%2FTxp5mq4dYaAs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/new-mccd-check-that-your-organisation-is-on-the-distribution-list
https://primarycarebulletin.cmail19.com/t/d-e-ejyidn-iuoilkrb-ju/
https://healthcareleadersupdate.cmail20.com/t/d-e-ejjhjuy-ihhldijily-jl/
https://healthcareleadersupdate.cmail20.com/t/d-e-ejjhjuy-ihhldijily-jl/

Email: huh-tr.medicalexaminer@nhs.net
Contact number: 0208 510 7150

When a GP practice is notified of a patient’s death and will be issuing the death
certificate then the process is as follows:

« If the death meets the criteria for referral to the coroner, then the referral
should be made as per the current process.

e If not, the GP practice will need to complete the ‘Medical Examiner Referral
Form’ which has been uploaded to clinical systems through Resource
Publisher.

Once complete, this is emailed (e.g. through the AccuRx toolbar) to huh-
tr.medicalexaminer@nhs.net

o The ME will then review the referral and review the patients record further if
required / or contact the GP practice for more information if required. The ME
office will also contact the next of kin to explain the cause of death and to
answer any queries or concerns.

e« The GP practice will then be contacted by the ME office by return email
confirming that a Medical Certificate of Cause of Death (MCCD) can be
issued.

For deaths outside Hackney (including in the City of London) please look at the
NHSE website which lists all the MEs in London and outside London and what
boroughs they cover:

NHS England » Contact details for medical examiner offices in England and Wales

The National ME office has also made two podcasts available.

GPs and medical examiners working together and changes to the death certification
process and introduction of the statutory medical examiner system.

The template and referral are on Resource Publisher
The template is called (RP) Medical Examiners Template NEL CEG v1
The referral is called Medical Examiners GP Referral Form CEG v1

Further information here:
NHS England » Information for primary care on extending medical examiner scrutiny
to non-coronial deaths in the community
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/patient-safety-insight/national-medical-examiner-system/contact-details-for-medical-examiner-offices-in-england/#london
https://soundcloud.com/nhsengland/gps-and-medical-examiners-working-together?si=31e1ef837b8d4bc3abdcba988f445dd8&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/nhsengland/what-the-changes-to-the-death-certification-process-and-introduction-of-the-statutory-medical/s-Z5TRNuIMf9a?si=5e6f02e561254ab2bb957087b52278ab&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/nhsengland/what-the-changes-to-the-death-certification-process-and-introduction-of-the-statutory-medical/s-Z5TRNuIMf9a?si=5e6f02e561254ab2bb957087b52278ab&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://www.england.nhs.uk/establishing-medical-examiner-system-nhs/non-coronial-deaths-in-the-community/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/establishing-medical-examiner-system-nhs/non-coronial-deaths-in-the-community/




