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GPs and Practice Nurses
London

Dear GP Colleagues,

CONFIDENTIAL - Legionella Cases in Westminster

| am writing to alert you that the North West London Health Protection Team is
investigating Legionnaires’ Disease cases linked to the London Borough of
Westminster. The cases are clustered around three potential geographical areas
(postcodes: W1, SW/WC and W2/NW8). No common source(s) has been identified
as yet.

Urgent environmental investigations are in progress to identify a potential source. In
addition, it is important that any other cases are identified, treated and reported
promptly. Please consider this possible infection in patients working, living or visiting
the Westminster area during the 10-day period prior to onset of symptoms and
arrange hospital review where indicated.

Symptoms of legionella include:

. Flu-like illness with high fever

. Dry or productive cough progressing to pneumonia
. Diarrhoea and vomiting can be reported

. Confusion or memory problems may occur

You will be aware that none of these symptoms are unique to legionella and are also
common to Covid-19 and other respiratory illnesses. However, if Covid-19 has been
excluded in a patient with flu-like symptoms (cough/fever), and they have links with
the Westminster area, please have a low threshold for referring for hospital review
and legionella testing.

Our investigations are ongoing and we will update you if further information becomes
available.

Thank you for your support with our investigation.


mailto:nwlhpt.oncall@PHE.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/UKHSA
https://twitter.com/ukhsa

5 UK Health Security Agency Telephone:
@ 61 Colindale Avenue 020 3326 1658
London Email:
NW9 5E nwlhpt.oncall@PHE.gov.uk
UK Health Q ropoe
r|t www.goVv.uk/lUKHSA
Secu y Twitter: @UKHSA
Agency https:/twitter.com/ukhsa
Sara Atkin

‘f::}\ ,/'\\ VAV

Consultant in Health Protection
North West London Health Protection Team, London Region
UK Health Security Agency


mailto:nwlhpt.oncall@PHE.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/UKHSA
https://twitter.com/ukhsa

