
 

UKHSA - Urgent public health message – 
outbreak of food botulism in France 
involving a number of British nationals 
This is an urgent public health message to all front-line clinicians regarding an 

outbreak of food botulism involving a number of British nationals. The outbreak 

has been linked to consumption of home-prepared sardines served by a 

restaurant in Bordeaux, France called the Tchin Tchin Wine Bar, between 4 and 

10 September 2023. 

Symptoms of foodborne botulism include vomiting and diarrhoea, followed by 

constipation which might precede neurological symptoms. 

Please see the following link which contains further information including 

symptoms, testing and referral: Food botulism: outbreak in France involving 

British nationals - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

NHS Trusts, please bring this to the attention of your Emergency Departments, 

neurologists and medical teams in particular. 

This safety message has been issued to the following CAS lists: 

• NHS Trusts 

• ICBs / CCGs 

• Out of hours GP services 

• GP Practices 

• Community Pharmacies 

• Primary Care Networks 

• Social Care Providers (registered with CAS) 

• Territorial CMOs NI, Scotland and Wales 

• Directors of Public Health/Regional DsPH 

• NHS Regional Offices 

• Independent healthcare providers (registered with CAS) 

• Out of hours contact addresses (across all providers) that are registered 
with CAS 

NHS Regions we would be grateful if you could cascade this message to 

community pharmacy contractors in your regions.  

Thank you, 
Central Alerting System team, MHRA 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Srrl1ds2cEUpUL3LkcTpMaO6HpHB5MNzkZOjlBIPwLc%2Fs%2F1312126327%2Fbr%2F225929276544-l&data=05%7C01%7Chelen.jarvis1%40nhs.net%7Ca0131c6c1f1b430cc6fd08dbb5f9ea9d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638303857209887307%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mPm3x11KQY9XTWs%2BAqf%2FSpwnIQZT%2BIu5M8L%2FbK229%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Srrl1ds2cEUpUL3LkcTpMaO6HpHB5MNzkZOjlBIPwLc%2Fs%2F1312126327%2Fbr%2F225929276544-l&data=05%7C01%7Chelen.jarvis1%40nhs.net%7Ca0131c6c1f1b430cc6fd08dbb5f9ea9d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638303857209887307%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mPm3x11KQY9XTWs%2BAqf%2FSpwnIQZT%2BIu5M8L%2FbK229%2Fg%3D&reserved=0

